United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 18 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 169

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2024

No. 215

Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 3, 2024, at 12 noon.

House of Representatives

The House met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 3, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA
Foxx to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Generous God and giver of so many
blessings, we pause at the final mo-
ments of the first year of the 118th
Congress to acknowledge Your stead-
fast kindness to us. We give thanks to
You, O Lord, for You have been good to
us.

In Your grace, You have surrounded
those who serve in office here in the
House of Representatives with wise ad-
visers, devoted counsel, and countless
contributors to the daily function of
this body: clerks and recorders, staffers
and assistants, laborers and adminis-
trators, just to name a few. May each
who has contributed so selflessly to the
inner workings of this legislative proc-
ess receive Your own ‘‘well done” in
appreciation for their noble and faith-
ful service throughout this past year.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2024

Indeed, many hands have laid the
foundation for this Congress, and we
pray for Your continued blessing that
we should see our work completed.

As we reflect on the many accom-
plishments, large and small, which
have brought us pride and reward this
year, remind us once again that it is
not by might, nor by power, that we
succeed, but by Your spirit. In this
may we be assured that the Lord of
hosts will abide with us in the work
that has yet to be done.

In the strength of Your name we
pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(z) of House Resolution
5, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1155
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. FoxX) at 11 o’clock and 55
minutes a.m.

————
SINE DIE ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the 20th Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, the
Chair declares the First Session of the
118th Congress adjourned sine die.

Thereupon (at 11 o’clock and 55 min-
utes a.m.), the House adjourned.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-2905. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement:
Consolidation of DoD Government Property
Clauses (DFARS Case 2020-D029) [Docket
DARS-2023-0017] (RIN: 0750-AL14) received
January 2, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-2906. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Employee Benefits Security Adminis-
tration, Department of Labor, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Federal Inde-
pendent Dispute Resolution (IDR) Process
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Administrative Fee and Certified IDR Entity
Fee Ranges [CMS-9890-F] (RIN: 0938-AV39) re-
ceived December 21, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

EC-2907. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a Memo-
randum of Justification for Emergency Arms
Transfers to Israel Under Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-2908. A letter from the Senior Legal
Advisor for Regulatory Affairs, Department
of the Treasury, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Privacy Act of 1974; Ex-
emptions (RIN: 1506-AB63) received Decem-
ber 21, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

EC-2909. A letter from the Chief, Branch of
Domestic Listing, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — En-
dangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Threatened Species Status With Sec-
tion 4(d) Rule for North American Wolverine
[Docket No.: FWS-R6-ES-2023-0216;
FF09E21000 FXES11110900000 245] (RIN: 1018-
BH27) received January 2, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-2910. A letter from the Secretary, Fed-
eral Maritime Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s final rule — Delegations to
Bureau of Enforcement, Investigations, and
Compliance [Docket No.: FMC-2023-0011]
(RIN: 3072-AC97) received December 12, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Ms. FOXX: Committee on Education and
the Workforce. House Joint Resolution 98.
Resolution providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board relating to
“Standard for Determining Joint Employer
Status’ (Rept. 118-338). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

——————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 6912. A bill to direct the Librarian of
Congress to obtain a stained glass panel de-
picting the seal of the District of Columbia
and install the panel among the stained glass
panels depicting the seals of States, which
overlook the Main Reading Room of the Li-
brary of Congress Thomas Jefferson Build-
ing; to the Committee on House Administra-
tion, and in addition to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.
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By Mr. CARTER of Louisiana (for him-
self, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. BISHOP of
Georgia, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, and Mr. IVEY):

H. Res. 945. A resolution congratulating
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., on the his-
toric milestone of 113 years of serving local
and international communities, maintaining
a commitment to the betterment of man-
kind, and enriching the lives of collegiate
men throughout the United States; to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. MEUSER:

H. Res. 946. A resolution recognizing Gold
Shield Families and affirming that their sac-
rifices and difficulties should not be forgot-
ten; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 6912.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

The bill would direct the Librarian of Con-
gress to obtain a stained glass panel depict-
ing the seal of the District of Columbia and
install the panel among the stained glass
panels depicting the seals of States.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 427: Mr. FLoop, Mr. BUCK, Mr.
WESTERMAN, Mr. STAUBER, Mr. SELF, Mrs.
HOUCHIN, and Mr. KELLY of Mississippi.

H.R. 491: Mr. SCHIFF.

H.R. 619: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina and
Mr. LANDSMAN.

H.R. 751: Mr. GooD of Virginia.

H.R. 798: Ms. STANSBURY.

H.R. 895: Mr. ISSA.

H.R. 930: Mr. MOLINARO.

H.R. 1065: Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. LLYNCH, Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Mrs.
MCBATH, and Mr. MCGOVERN.

. 1118: . ROBERT GARCIA of California.
. 1247: . NEAL and Mr. PANETTA.

. 1437: . WiLLIAMS of Texas.

. 1492: . BARR.

. 1624: . AUCHINCLOSS.

H.R. 1705: . IVEY.

H.R. 1765: Mr. CASAR and Mr. KM of New
Jersey.

H.R. 1776:

H.R. 2370:

H.R. 2411:

H.R. 2439:
ESTER.

H.R.

H.R. 2666:

H.R. 2678:
. 2687:
. 2735:
. 2742:
. 2757:
. 2766:
. 2851:
. 2923:

Ms. PORTER.

Ms. PINGREE.

Mr. VALADAO and Mr. TONKO.

Mr. RYAN and Ms. BLUNT ROCH-
2562: Mr. CROW.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania.
Mr. TONKO.

Mr. MOLINARO.

Mr. MOLINARO.

Mrs. LUNA.

Mr. CORREA.

Mr. SoTo.

Ms. CARAVEO.

Mr. IVEY.
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. 2965: Mrs. HAYES.

. 2976: . MCGOVERN.

. 2987 . CASAR.

. 3012: . GOTTHEIMER.

. 3036: . PINGREE.

. 3269: . PANETTA and Mr. FLOOD.
. 3378: . SLOTKIN.

. 3380: . RYAN.

. 3382: . KiMm of New Jersey.

H.R. 3433: Mr. PANETTA, Ms. DELBENE, Mrs.
FLETCHER, Mr. ARRINGTON, Ms. BROWNLEY,
and Mr. SESSIONS.

H.R. 3519: Mr. BOWMAN and Ms. LEE of Cali-
fornia.

H.R. 3541: Mr. SCHNEIDER.

H.R. 3566: Mr. MOLINARO.

H.R. 3658: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Mr.
MOLINARO.

H.R. 3662: Mr. MOLINARO and Ms. PORTER.

H.R. 3777: Mr. THOMPSON of California.

H.R. 3850: Mr. VASQUEZ and Ms. MANNING.

H.R. 3853: Ms. PORTER.

H.R. 3876: Ms. BONAMICI.

H.R. 3925: Mr. LANGWORTHY.

H.R. 4021: Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. BURGESS, Ms.

GARCIA of Texas, Mr. CROW, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
and Mr. NEAL.

H.R. 4053: Mr. MOLINARO.

H.R. 4117: Ms. WATERS and Mr. SOTO.

H.R. 4155: Ms. SLOTKIN.

H.R. 4166: Mr. IVEY.

H.R. 4195: Ms. KUSTER.

H.R. 4231: Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. EVANS, Mr.
LIEU, Ms. LEE of California, and Mrs. RAMI-
REZ.

H.R. 4232: Mr. RU1Z, Mr. EVANS, Ms. LEE of
California, and Mrs. RAMIREZ.

H.R. 4233: Mr. LIEU, Mr. RASKIN, Mr.
EVANS, Ms. LEE of California, and Mrs. RAMI-
REZ.

H.R. 4274: Mr. MOLINARO.

H.R. 4293: Mr. GARBARINO.

H.R. 4326: Mr. VASQUEZ, Ms. LOFGREN, Ms.
MANNING, and Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

H.R. 4392: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER.

H.R. 4565: Mr. MORAN.

H.R. 4581: Mr. ROSE.

H.R. 4757: Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 4771: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia and Mr.
KiM of New Jersey.

H.R. 4851: Mr. HORSFORD and Ms. DELBENE.

H.R. 4867: Mr. WITTMAN and Mrs. MILLER of
Illinois.

H.R. 4993: Mr. BOST.

H.R. 4995: Mr. LANDSMAN.

H.R. 5048: Mr. COURTNEY and Mr. CART-
WRIGHT.

H.R. 5077: Mr.

H.R. 5137: Mr.

H.R. 5163: Ms.

H.R. 5290: Mr. CASTEN and Mr. CASAR.

H.R. 5292: Mr. CASAR.

H.R. 5293: . CASAR.

. 5294: . CASAR.

. 5295: . CASAR.

. 5329: . SCHIFF.

. 5333: . GOTTHEIMER and Mr. BARR.
. 5358: . BALINT.

. 5455: . POSEY.

. 5765: . MOLINARO.

. 5814: . STANSBURY.

H.R. 5864: Ms. CARAVEO.

H.R. 5934: Mr. SCHIFF.

H.R. 6031: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

H.R. 6053: Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Ms.
SCHOLTEN, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, and Mr. CASAR.

H.R. 6063: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Mr.
DESAULNIER, and Ms. PINGREE.

H.R. 6090: Mr. MANN.

H.R. 6106: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 6124: Mr. TRONE.

H.R. 6172: Mr. CASTEN, Mr. DESAULNIER,
and Mr. CASTRO of Texas.

H.R. 6203: Mr. CASAR.

H.R. 6232: Mr. MOLINARO and Mr. SORENSEN.

H.R. 6244: Mr. BURGESS, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, and Ms. GARCIA of Texas.

H.R. 6248: Mr. DESAULNIER.

D’ESPOSITO.
TRONE.
MATSUI
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H.R. 6284: Mr
H.R. 6374: Ms
H.R. 6407: Ms
LIEU, and Mrs.

2024

. PAPPAS.

. SLOTKIN.

. PINGREE, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr.
HAYES.
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H.R. 6687: Mr. FINSTAD.

H.R. 6698: Mrs. PELTOLA.

H.R. 6706: Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Ms. STANSBURY,
and Ms. PORTER.

H.R. 6724: Mr.

NORCROSS and Ms.

H7031

H.J. Res. 11: Mr. ToNY GONZALES of Texas.

H.J. Res. 37: Mr. MASSIE, Ms. GREENE of
Georgia, Mr. GooD of Virginia, Mr. BIGGS,
Mr. DUNCAN, and Mr. GREEN of Tennessee.

H.R. 6445: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 65604: Mr. WOMACK and Mr. GooD of
Virginia.

H.R. 65616: Ms. SEWELL.

H.R. 6527: Mr. CASAR.

H.R. 6528: Mrs. BICE and Mr. FINSTAD.

H.R. 6553: Mr. VAN DREW and Ms. MENG.

H.R. 6555: Ms. BONAMICI and Mr. CARTER of
Georgia.

H.R. 6576: Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Mr. KiMm
of New Jersey, and Mr. NADLER.

H.R. 6592: Ms. BALINT, Mr. RUIZ, Mr. DAVIS
of Illinois, Mrs. FOUSHEE, and Mr. MAG-
AZINER.

H.R. 6624: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER.

H.R. 6641: Mr. MAGAZINER.

H.R. 6659: Mr. THANEDAR.

H.R. 6672: Mr. ROSE and Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 6683: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H.J. Res. 98: Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota
and Mr. WILLIAMS of New York.

BROWNLEY.
H.R. 6736: Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr.

STRONG, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Mr. KiM of New H. Res. 105: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.
Jersey, Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina, and Ms. H. Res. 314: Ms. STANSBURY.
SLOTKIN. .
H.R. 6744: Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. H. Res. 389: Mr. LAWLER.
H.R. 6746 Mr. IVEY. H. Res. 539: Mr. SHERMAN.
H.R. 6749: Mr. RASKIN, Ms. MENG, and Mrs. H. Res. 585: Mr. LIEU.
BICE. H. Res. 636: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.
H.R. 6761: Mr. CONNOLLY. H. Res. 806: Mr. CISCOMANI.
H.R. 6763: Mr. LAWLER.
H.R. 6766: Ms. NORTON. H. Res. 817: Mr. CLYBURN.
H.R. 6775: Mr. CASAR. H. Res. 8569: Mr. MAST.
H.R. 6786: Ms. ADAMS and Ms. NORTON. H. Res. 889: Ms. STEVENS.
H.R. Geat: M- %}igg;r’ Mrs. BEATTY, and Mr,  H- Res. 902 Ms. MANNING and Mr. RASKIN.
LIEU. H. Res. 935: Mr. PHILLIPS, Mr. CONNOLLY,
HR. 6853: Mr. CRAWFORD and Mr. and Mr. CARTWRIGHT.
BURCHETT. H. Res. 941: Mr. RESCHENTHALER.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING NORA RIKEL

HON. JAMES COMER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Nora Rikel of Paducah, Kentucky, for
her retirement from Greater Paducah Eco-
nomic Development after 34 years of service.

Nora Rikel first began working with Greater
Paducah Economic Development in 1989, as-
sisting in the recruitment of Atomic Vapor
Laser Isotope Separation project (AVLIS).
Serving as the CFO, Nora provided endless
institutional knowledge of local government
and steadfast commitment to her community
that made her invaluable.

As a veteran of Paducah-McCracken eco-
nomic development, Nora’s leadership and
contributions will be missed deeply. | com-
mend her for an outstanding career. | join with
the community of Paducah in celebrating the
service and dedication of Nora Rikel. | want to
thank Nora for being an extraordinary leader
to her community and the 1st Congressional
District of Kentucky.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR.
KEITH LILLIS

HON. MICHAEL GUEST

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Keith Lilis who has served six
terms as the District One Supervisor on the
Board of Supervisors for Neshoba County.
Keith Lillis previously served as president of
the Board and will retire as vice president of
the Board.

Mississippi born and raised, Mr. Lillis grad-
uated from Neshoba County High School and
attended East Central Junior College where
he played football for the East Central War-
riors. Mr. Lillis met and married Union, Mis-
sissippi native Marcha Howle, and together
they have two sons and nine grandchildren.

Mr. Lillis has committed his time and exper-
tise to the supervisor community in Mis-
sissippi, serving on the Board of Directors for
the Mississippi Association of Supervisors
since 2012. He also attended and graduated
as a member of the inaugural class of the Mis-
sissippi Association of Supervisors Institute for
Excellence in County Government. Since
2020, Mr. Lillis has also served on the Board
of Directors of the East Central Planning and
Development District.

Mr. Lillis’s career of service is appreciated
throughout Neshoba County, and | am thank-
ful to honor his service here today. | wish Mr.
Lillis well in his retirement.

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF WWII VETERAN
CHARLES PLATZER

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 100th Birthday of
Williamsville, New York resident and World
War Il Navy Veteran Charles Platzer.

Mr. Platzer was born on December 24, 1923
in Depew, New York and worked at the Chev-
rolet plant on Delavan Avenue. At the young
age of 18 he enlisted in the U.S. Navy and
was sent to bootcamp in Sampson, New York.
He then received training at the quartermaster
school in Newport, Rhode Island where he
learned to navigate the ocean. Afterwards, he
began his amphibious training in Virginia
where they learned the important skill of at-
tacking the land from the sea which would ob-
viously prove to be important during World
War 1.

When it was time to put his skills to the test
he sailed through the Panama Canal, around
through the West Coast and eventually ended
up in the Marshall Islands. They landed during
a battle.

Eventually he headed back to the United
States and went through the Panama Canal
again on his way to the Philippines where he
waited to invade Japan. He was part of the ar-
mada that was about to invade Japan but
thankfully the war ended, and he was one of
the lucky ones who headed safely home on
January 12, 1946.

After the war he returned to school to finish
what he started and earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in business administration from the Uni-
versity at Buffalo and his master's degree in
education from Canisius College. The skills he
learned in the military helped him focus on
pursuing an education while raising his family
and working. When he was 46 years of age,
he began teaching at Erie Commmunity Col-
lege as an assistant professor and eventually
became a full-time professor. He believes that
living honestly is the key to living a long life.
Today, | am asking all present to join me in
celebrating the wonderful life of Charles
Platzer.

————

HONORING JACK MIDDLETON ON
HIS 95TH BIRTHDAY

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the 95th birthday of Jack Middleton,
an attorney and senior member of MclLane
Middleton’s Litigation Department. A dedicated
member of the New Hampshire legal commu-
nity, Jack’s storied career and his dedication

to his colleagues has inspired countless indi-
viduals.

Born and raised outside of Philadelphia,
Jack attended Lafayette College before earn-
ing his law degree at Boston University.
Camping in the New Hampshire mountains as
a child and working for the Appalachian Moun-
tain Club as a young adult solidified his love
for the Granite State. In 1956, Jack joined
McLane Middleton, then just a firm of ten law-
yers that today boasts approximately one hun-
dred. Jack’s keen interest in civil litigation al-
lowed him to form long-lasting bonds with law-
yers from around New England that carried
him throughout his career.

Throughout his more than sixty years in the
legal profession, Jack has remained com-
mitted to public service and the pursuit of jus-
tice. A certified trial specialist for the National
Institute of Trial Advocacy and a Fellow of the
American College of Trial Lawyers, Jack
served on the National Center for State’s
Courts Lawyer's Committee and as a New
Hampshire District Court Judge. Jack has con-
sistently displayed a level of professionalism
and altruism throughout his career and has
served as an inspiration to the Granite State
legal community.

On behalf of the constituents of New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, | wish Jack
a very happy 95th birthday and commend him
for his lifetime of hard work and dedication to
our community. | hope he has a wonderful
birthday and year.

————

HONORING MR. LAFON CRAVENS

HON. JAMES COMER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Lafon Cravens of the 1st District of
Kentucky for his dedicated service to our
country and his community of Liberty.

Mr. Cravens courageously served in the
United States Navy From 1951 through 1955,
while being deployed to Korea, Hong Kong,
and the Philippines. While on a destroyer es-
cort, Mr. Cravens was aboard the USS Ernest
G. Small, which struck a mine and sank. Mr.
Cravens was in the water for several hours
before he was able to be rescued. Upon his
rescue, he was able to return to shore and
continued to serve his country for the coming
years.

| join with everyone in Casey County and
throughout the Commonwealth in thanking Mr.
Cravens for his valorous service and sac-
rifices. | am honored to represent Mr. Cravens
and appreciate his service to the United
States Navy.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO RE-
QUIRE THE LIBRARY OF CON-
GRESS TO INSTALL THE D.C.
SEAL IN THE MAIN READING
ROOM OF THE THOMAS JEFFER-
SON BUILDING

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today | intro-
duce a bill that would require the Library of
Congress (LOC) to install the District of Co-
lumbia seal in the Main Reading Room of the
Thomas Jefferson Building of the LOC. The
LOC provides not only D.C. residents but visi-
tors and researchers from across the nation
access to incomparable resources. The bill
would require the LOC to depict D.C.’s seal on
the stained-glass windows in the Main Read-
ing Room, where the seals of all the states
and territories that existed when the Thomas
Jefferson Building was constructed are de-
picted. The seals of Hawaii and Alaska are not
included in the display because they were not
states or territories when the building was con-
structed. The fact that these two states were
not part of the Union at the time argues for the
inclusion of D.C., which, after all, was the na-
tion’s capital at the time. This omission was
brought to my attention by a D.C. resident,
Luis Landau, a former docent at the LOC.

D.C. residents have always had all the obli-
gations of American citizenship, including pay-
ing federal taxes and serving in all the nation’s
wars, including the War of 1812, during which
the Capitol building, which then housed the
LOC, was burned, prompting construction of
the Thomas Jefferson Building. It is, therefore,
without question that D.C. and its residents
should receive equal treatment among the
stained-glass windows that portray the history
of the United States. D.C. residents deserve to
have their history and American citizenship
recognized

There is existing evidence that the D.C. seal
should have been depicted. The Members of
Congress room in the Thomas Jefferson Build-
ing, which is not open to the public, has a
painted depiction of the D.C. seal included
with state seals on its ceiling. This precedent
reinforces our request to be represented
among the stained-glass windows in the Main
Reading Room, which is open to the public.

Congress already includes D.C., or has cor-
rected the omission of it, when honoring the
states. For example, each state is entitled to
two statues in the Capitol, and D.C. has two
statues in the Capitol. The National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 requires
the armed services to display the D.C. flag
whenever the flags of the states are displayed.
Legislation gave D.C. a coin after D.C. was
omitted from legislation creating coins for the
states. It is long overdue to display the D.C.
seal with the seals of the states in the Main
Reading Room of the Thomas Jefferson Build-
ing.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.
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RECOGNIZING MAJOR GENERAL
GREGORY MOSSER

HON. ANGIE CRAIG

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Deputy Chief of the Army Re-
serve, Major General (MG) Gregory Mosser
on his retirement from the United States Army
Reserve.

For exceptionally meritorious service while
serving in positions of increasing responsi-
bility, culminating in a 36-year career as the
Deputy Chief of Army Reserve, Office of the
Chief of Army Reserve, Washington, DC. MG
Mosser’s leadership significantly and positively
impacted the lives of countless service mem-
bers, and his career of service and achieve-
ments will have a lasting impact on the Army’s
future ability to fight and win the nation’s wars.
Upon retirement, MG Mosser is recognized for
distinguished performance of duty that rep-
resents exemplary achievement in the finest
traditions of the United States of America.

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR.
GEORGE THOMAS HAYES

HON. MICHAEL GUEST

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 26 years of service of George
Thomas Hayes to Newton County, Mississippi.

George was born in 1948 near Trenton,
Tennessee, and graduated in 1966 from Pea-
body High School. After graduation he at-
tended the University of Tennessee and
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Agri-
cultural Science. His first job out of college
was with Massey Ferguson Tractor Corpora-
tion where he worked as a salesman until
1982. George then decided to embark on his
own and bought a tractor dealership in Union,
Mississippi. Upon moving to Mississippi,
George met and married Lynn Hayes in No-
vember of 1982. Together they had two chil-
dren and five grandchildren.

George fell in love with the Newton County
community and dedicated much of his life to
service within the County. In 1987, George
was elected as the Justice Court Judge where
he served for five years. In 1992, he was
elected as the Newton County Tax Collector
and served there for four years. George then
ran for Newton County Chancery Clerk and
was elected in 1996. He served from 1997
until December of 2023.

| am thankful for the many years of service
George has dedicated to Newton County, Mis-
sissippi, and wish him the best in his retire-
ment.

HONORING THADDEUS L. BETTNER
HON. DOUG LaMALFA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career and service of Thaddeus L.
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Bettner, the General Manager of the Glenn-
Colusa Irrigation District (GCID). Thad has
served as the GCID’s General Manager since
2006.

Thad is a registered Civil Engineer with the
State of California and holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Agriculture Engineering
from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

Thad has an unparalleled wealth of experi-
ence from a 33-year tenure within irrigation
and water agencies. During his career, Thad
has served with many different water agencies
in planning, design, operation and manage-
ment of water delivery systems on local, state
and the federal level.

Thad has also worked on almost every
water issue in the state, serving with water
agencies in the Sacramento Valley, San Joa-
quin Valley and Imperial Valley.

During those many years, Thad has also
worked alongside the Northern California
Water Association, served on the Board of the
U.S. Committee on Irrigation and Drainage,
and as a Board Member of the Power and
Water Resources Pooling Authority. Thad has
also published several papers on agricultural
water use efficiency and irrigation systems ef-
ficiencies.

Thad has been a critical advocate and re-
source for the development of Sites Reservoir,
even serving as the Chair of the Sites Res-
ervoir Committee for a time. The Sites Res-
ervoir project would not be where it is today
without his efforts and leadership.

Thad has always been someone my office
and | could turn to for answers on the many
ongoing water issues we face in this state. |
thank him for his work in serving our rural
North State community and wish him all the
best in his future endeavors.

——
REMEMBERING GLADES COUNTY
COMMISSIONER DONNA LOU

STORTER LONG
HON. SCOTT FRANKLIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life and leg-
acy of Glades County Commissioner Donna
Lou Storter Long, who sadly passed away in
December after a hard-fought battle with can-
cer. A Hendry and Glades County native,
Long pursued her calling to serve her commu-
nity through impactful public service.

After a career in office management and fi-
nancial accounting, Long became a devoted
civic servant for nearly two decades. She was
appointed to the Glades County Commission
in 2004 by former Governor Jeb Bush. Her
passionate leadership reverberated throughout
her community as she consistently advocated
for the betterment of Glades County. She
served as a mentor to many who knew her.

Long is survived by her husband, two sons
and stepdaughter, along with many grand-
children, great-grandchildren, nieces and
nephews who all enjoyed spending quality
time together playing cards and getting to-
gether for Sunday dinners.

May Donna rest in peace. She will be re-
membered as one of the most dedicated com-
munity leaders in the state of Florida and will
be deeply missed.
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HONORING THE TAMIL SANGAM
OF MISSOURI

HON. ANN WAGNER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, | stand today
to recognize the Tamil Sangam of Missouri or-
ganization and their mission to preserve and
nurture the Tamil language and culture. The
Tamil people have a long and beautiful his-
tory, and | am delighted that so many Tamil
families call Missouri’s second congressional
district home. The community contributes
much to the St. Louis region as leaders in

business, medicine, education, and other
fields generating economic growth and pros-
perity.

The Tamil Sangam of Missouri has worked
to preserve and teach the Tamil language—
one of the world’s oldest surviving languages,
with a history and traditions stretching more
than 2,900 years. Tamil is widely spoken in
South India, Singapore, Sri Lanka, and many
other countries globally. The Tamils embrace
the great responsibility of passing their culture
and language to the next generation and | am
eager to see that my district is playing a role
in this ongoing commitment to preserving and
celebrating their culture.

The Tamil community has also made signifi-
cant contributions to the bilingual literacy in
our great state. Missouri Tamil School stu-
dents have acquired the “Missouri Seal of
Biliteracy” for the Tamil language. Additionally,
the school has displayed remarkable enthu-
siasm in charity and volunteer efforts globally.
These efforts have made the Missouri Tamil
School one of the certifying organizations for
the U.S. Presidents “Volunteer Service
Award” to recognize the most exceptional vol-
unteers.

The Tamil community is worthy of recogni-
tion from the State and Federal government
as they have played a vital role in the preser-
vation and advancement of the vibrant Tamil
culture and heritage in our state. It is a privi-
lege to represent the many Tamil families who
live and work in Missouri’s second congres-
sional district and | send my wishes for a
happy Pongal to all who celebrate.

———

HONORING THE LIFE, LEGACY,
AND IMPACT OF FORMER CON-
GRESSWOMAN EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON OF TEXAS’S 30TH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT

HON. JASMINE CROCKETT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to lay
tribute to the late former Congresswoman
Eddie Bernice Johnson of the 30th Congres-
sional District of Texas, who passed away
Sunday on December 31, 2023.

Born in a segregated South in Waco, Texas,
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson
never lacked the courage that would prove her
to be a trailblazer and one of the most dedi-
cated and iconic leaders the State of Texas
has ever had. Her early experiences with rac-
ism fueled the beginning that is the legacy she
now leaves behind.
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Congresswoman Johnson was a woman of
many firsts. She became the first Black
woman to serve as Chief Psychiatric Nurse at
the Dallas Veterans Affairs Hospital where she
worked until becoming only the third ever
Black women elected to the Texas State
House of Representatives. She would later be
elected as the first Black woman from Dallas
since the Reconstruction to serve in the Texas
State Senate. During her time in the Texas
Legislature, she worked to better the lives of
the people she served, particularly by advanc-
ing fair housing and access to health care.

Congresswoman Johnson would later be-
come the first registered nurse to ever be
elected to the U.S. Congress and the first
woman and African American to chair the
Science, Space, & Technology Committee in
the U.S. House of Representatives. During her
three decades in Congress, Chairwoman
Johnson secured hundreds of millions of fed-
eral dollars for the Dallas area, including to
the Dallas Area Rapid Transit. And as a trib-
ute to her legacy, the Dallas Union Station
was renamed as the “Eddie Bernice Johnson
Union Station.”

During her last session in Congress, Chair-
woman Johnson ushered the CHIPS &
Science Act into law. While most people know
about the historic number of domestic jobs
created from this law, few know that Chair-
woman Johnson helped ensure this law also
had historic investments for STEM and re-
search at Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities. For decades to come, her work will
live on.

Her legacy is not only marked by the titles
she held, but also her decades worth of vig-
orous work for the people of Texas and the
United States. As her successor, | do not take
lightly the honor and heavy responsibility |
have to honor her work and continue her leg-
acy of excellence. Effectively serving in Con-
gress is no easy task, but it is a noble en-
deavor—a fact Chairwoman Johnson knew
well. Each and every day, | dedicate myself to
the people of Texas’ 30th Congressional Dis-
trict and fight for those same values Chair-
woman Johnson honored.

My thoughts and prayers are with Chair-
woman Johnson’s son, Kirk, and her entire
family, friends, and the community she im-
pacted through her remarkable journey of pub-
lic service. During this time of mourning and
the days ahead, | pray that her family and
friends find the peace knowing Chairwoman
Johnson lived a dutiful life in service to others.

—

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF MARK
HANEY

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to my good friend, Mr.
Mark Haney, who is retiring as the longest
serving President of Kentucky Farm Bureau.
Mark has dedicated the last 15 years at the
helm of Kentucky’s largest property and cas-
ualty insurance company in the Common-
wealth and served on the board for more than
three decades.

Farming is in the Haney bloodline. In fact,
Haney’s Appledale Farm in Nancy, Kentucky
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is Pulaski County’s oldest business in contin-
uous operation, having been passed down
through five generations to Mark and his
brother Don Haney. His experience on the
farm at an early age primed him to advocate
for better agricultural policies on Capitol Hill
and in the Bluegrass.

Family farms account for 96% of all U.S.
farms, according to the latest census report on
agriculture, generating more than $318 billion
worth of agricultural products across the coun-
try. Knowing the battles that legacy producers
face, Mark has engaged and inspired the next
generation of farmers and producers, to pro-
tect the future of the industry that feeds and
fuels our nation. His name has become syn-
onymous with Kentucky Farm Bureau, taking
on a national voice in our legislative chambers
to ensure future funding is secured for agricul-
tural needs and removing regulatory burdens
from our hardest-working Americans.

Over the last two years, Kentucky Farm Bu-
reau has faced some of the toughest storms
with Kentuckians, from devastating tornadoes
in western and central Kentucky, to one of the
deadliest floods in Eastern Kentucky’s history
in July 2022. KFB agents not only responded
to critical insurance claims, but actively volun-
teered in our hardest-hit communities, serving
food, and helping families and businesses
through the lengthy and challenging recovery
process.

As a family man and insightful community
leader, Mark has always marched forward with
devout courage of conviction, ready to lend a
helping hand and readily giving back to the
Lake Cumberland region where he was raised.
Although he is retiring, Mark’s legacy and
voice will carry far beyond the farmlands of
southern Kentucky. He has diligently planted
and watered the seeds of a plentiful harvest
for the people of Kentucky and the future
farmers of America.

My wife Cynthia and | deeply appreciate the
loyal friendship of Mark and Marlene, and we
wish them the most joyful years of retirement
in the years ahead.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MR. FRANK J. ANDREWS, JR.

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and lasting contributions of
Mr. Frank J. Andrews, Jr. Mr. Andrews leaves
behind an indelible legacy of service to the
Solano County community.

Born in lllinois, Mr. Andrews moved to Fair-
field, California in 1950, where he attended
Bransford Elementary and graduated from
Armijo High School in 1967. Mr. Andrews
demonstrated his industrious spirit and natural
talent for leadership from a young age. He
served as a leader in Future Farmers of Amer-
ica and worked picking and drying fruit at the
German Dry Yards in Suisun Valley, where he
discovered his appreciation for supporting his
community through agricultural work.

After graduating from high school, Mr. An-
drews began working at his family’s commer-
cial plumbing company, Amos and Andrews,
where he learned the importance of hard
work, grit, and persistence. From digging
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ditches to working as a plumber to eventually
becoming a construction foreman, Mr. An-
drews came to understand the importance of
every single role in the company, a perspec-
tive that served him well as he progressed in
his career.

In 1988, Mr. Andrews founded his own land
development company, Andrews, Lando and
Associates, with his partner Bob Lando. He
also went on to form ASB Properties, with his
partners David Stroud and Michael Books. For
over 40 years, Mr. Andrews’ land development
expertise and knowledge of city planning sig-
nificantly impacted communities in Northern
California. His crucial contributions and indis-
pensable leadership played a vital role in de-
veloping major master-planned communities
that spanned from the Bay Area to Yolo Coun-
ty, including Goldridge, Canon Station, Ran-
cho Solano, Bridgeway Island, and Bridgeway
Lakes.

Mr. Andrew’s commitment to California was
not only expressed through his critical work in
land development, but also through his public
service to Solano County. He served on the
Solano Land Trust for 40 years, working tire-
lessly to protect the environment and ensure
Solano County’s natural landscapes are pre-
served for future generations.

In addition to his community leadership, Mr.
Andrews also exemplified the spirit of altruism
and innovation in all areas of his life. Mr. An-
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drews and his wife, Helen, sponsored the Air-
men Committed to Excellence Program, which
helps provide the opportunities and services
necessary to allow all servicemembers at
Travis Air Force Base to thrive.

Mr. Andrews will be remembered not only
for his critical work in the land development in-
dustry, but also for his genuine spirit of kind-
ness, compassion, and humility. He impacted
the lives of countless members of his commu-
nity and his steadfast leadership, constant
smile, and patient mentorship undeniably en-
hanced the lives of his fellow Solano County
residents.

Mr. Andrew’s enduring spirit will live on in
his wife, six children, 10 grandchildren, and
the community he dedicated his life to serving.
| would like to extend my deepest sympathies
to Mr. Andrew’s loved ones. | know that they,
along with the people of Solano County, join
me in celebrating his life and legacy.

HONORING MR. HOWARD GARRETT
HON. JAMES COMER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Howard Garrett of the 1st Dis-
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trict of Kentucky on his retirement from Ed-
monton State Bank after 50 years of service
and dedication. This momentous occasion
gives us the opportunity to reflect upon the ex-
traordinary achievements of Mr. Garrett, a re-
spected member of the community.

A lifelong resident of Metcalfe County, Mr.
Garrett has devoted his time to improving the
community he calls home. In addition to his
years of service at Edmonton State Bank, Mr.
Garrett also served as the mayor of Edmonton
for a quarter of a century. During his tenure as
mayor, he championed several projects that
helped the city to continue to progress in de-
velopment, including the establishment of Ed-
monton Memorial Park.

Mr. Garrett has also served as President of
the Fair Board and as a trustee of the
Metcalfe County Public Library. He has dedi-
cated his life to serving the people of Metcalfe
County.

| join with everyone in Metcalfe County in
honoring the incredible career and devotion of
Mr. Garrett to the community. | wish him the
best as he begins the next phase of life and
express my gratitude for his service to the 1st
District of Kentucky.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action

The Senate was not in session and stands ad-
journed until 12 noon on Wednesday, January 3,

2024 to convene the Second Session of the One
Hundred and Eighteenth Congress.

Committee Meetings

No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 1 public
bill, H.R. 6912; and 2 resolutions, H. Res. 945-946
were introduced. Page H7030

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H7030-31

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows:
H.J. Res. 98, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the National Labor
Relations Board relating to “Standard for Deter-
mining Joint Employer Status” (H. Rept. 118-338).
Page H7030

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she
appointed Representative Foxx to act as Speaker pro
tempore for today Page H7029

Recess: The House recessed at 11:02 a.m. and re-
convened at 11:55 a.m. Page H7029

Quorum Calls Votes: There were no Yea and Nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 11 a.m. and at
11:55 a.m. the Chair declared the First Session of

the One Hundred Eighteenth Congress adjourned
sine die, pursuant to the 20th amendment to the
Constitution of the United States.

Program for Wednesday: House will convene the
Second Session of the One Hundred Eighteenth Con-
gress.

Committee Meetings
No hearings were held.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETING FOR WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 3, 2024

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

No meetings/hearings scheduled.

House

No hearings are scheduled.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
12 noon Wednesday, January 3 10 a.m., Friday, January 5
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Wednesday: Senate will meet in a pro  Program for Wednesday: House will convene the Sec-
forma session and convene the Second Session of the One  ond Session of the One Hundred Eighteenth Congress.
Hundred and Eighteenth Congress.
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